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CONSTRUCTION USERS ROUNDTABLE (CURT) NATIONAL CONFERENCE TO 
ADDRESS INDUSTRY SOLUTIONS AND HOW TO IMPLEMENT THEM IN  

TODAY’S ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT 
 
CINCINNATI, OH, September 9, 2009 – “Surviving and Thriving in Today’s Construction 
Industry” is the theme and focus of the 9th Annual National Conference of Construction Owners, 
being held at the Buena Vista Palace Hotel in Orlando, Florida from November 16-18, 2009.  
Given the importance of the industry at this point in our economy, and the value and timeliness 
of the information to be transmitted at this event, for the first time in the 9-year history of this 
conference, the press and media are being invited to attend. 
 
CURT members spend more than $160 billion annually on construction services.  The 
Construction Users Roundtable (CURT), sponsor of the conference, is an association of leading 
organizations in the U.S. dedicated to the promotion of cost-effective construction methods. 
 
“The construction industry is the largest employer in the country and the bedrock of our nation’s 
economy,” noted Egon Larsen, CURT President and Global Construction Manager for Air 
Products and Chemicals, Inc.  “This is a key time for the industry, with a high percentage of 
Government stimulus dollars dedicated to construction activities the industry is poised to lead 
the country out of the current recession.” 
 
Given the vital role that the construction industry has to play at this point in America’s history, 
the 2009 CURT conference has carefully orchestrated a wide range of keynote and panel 
presentations by some of the key names in the industry today.  The focused charge behind all 
presentations is to provide practical solutions for construction users in today’s economy.  For 
example, Vice Admiral Michael K. Loose, The U.S. Navy’s Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for 
Fleet Readiness & Logistics will speak about how CURT and the industry help the U.S. Navy 
delivery fleet readiness.  David Wyss, Chief Economist at Standard and Poors will address “The 
Global Marketplace in Recession: The Big Picture.” 
 
Frank T. MacInnis, Chairman and CEO of EMCOR Group, Inc., will speak on “Beyond BIM: 
Excellence In The Creation and Protection of Capital Assets”.  “Strategic Use of Capital in 
Today’s Markets” has been studied and will be presented by a team from Abbott, DuPont, 
Johnson & Johnson, and Intel.   
 
“How Federal Construction Spending Is Impacting The Industry:  Public Owners Speak Out” is 
the culmination of the work from representatives from U.S. Department of State, USACE, 
Federal Bureau of Prisons, and the GSA.  Erik Wahl, noted artist and speaker, will present “The 
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Art of Vision,” communicating how to achieve greater levels of performance through 
breakthrough thinking to gain extraordinary results. 
 
There will be additional educational sessions held throughout the conference that focus on a 
number of construction issues, including construction economics, legal issues, integrated 
technology solutions, and scheduling.  Speakers include economists and construction experts 
from the Associated General Contractors, Associated Builders and Contractors, FMI, and the 
American Institute of Architects.  
 
The conference will close with a presentation from Lisa Spahn of The Disney Institute, on 
“Surviving and Thriving in These Turbulent Times.” 
 
 “This year’s Conference for Construction Owners will allow attendees to share best practices 
and workable solutions that enable them to prepare to prosper in the post recession economy 
and beyond,” Mr. Larson commented.  “It has been purposefully designed as a must attend 
event for all construction industry leaders.”  
 
About CURT 
Formed in the fall of 2000 by construction and engineering executives representing major corporations 
from across the United States, CURT's primary goal is to enact broad, effective owner representation and 
increased owner leadership on construction industry issues. Continuing the 30-year effort of the 
Construction Committee of the Business Roundtable, CURT provides a national forum for the exchange 
of information, views, practices and policies of construction users from an array of industries. CURT 
strives to produce meaningful changes within the construction industry-promoting overall cost 
effectiveness; improving the way construction is planned, managed, justified and executed. Additionally, 
CURT works toward changing and improving what owners allow, require and accept responsibility for on 
their domestic and global construction projects.  For additional information see www.curt.org. 
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